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Lumberjack’s excels at being deliciously ditferent

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM,/Managing Editor

Lumberjack’s Waterfront Pa-
tio Grill is just different.

eThe North Tonawanda res-
taurant is different in that its
food quality and ambiance are
award-winning. It’s a multi-time
winner of NFP’s “Savory Sum-
mer” food contest, having taken
titles for “WNY’s Best Summer
Dining Spot,” “WNY’s Best
Hamburger” and “WNY’s Best
Fries.”

e Lumberjack’s is different
in that it tries things — whether
that be events for pet-lovers, or
“We did try line dancing — only
once” on the outside patio last
summer, owner/operator Car-
ol Tallichet said. “It didn’t get
many people, but it was fun. In
fact, I partook. It was a whole
lot of fun.”

“We’re open to everything
and anything,” she said.

That includes an all-day
chicken wing offering, which
debuted Tuesday and may re-
turn again this summer.

Patrons could purchase 45-
cent wings — in any quantity —
and have them flavored plain,
mild, medium, hot, sweet chili,
barbecue or garlic parm, with
side sauces including blue
cheese, ranch, sweet chili, bar-
becue, sweet and sour, and gar-
lic parm.

e Lumberjack’s is also dif-
ferent because Tallichet’s goal
continues to be preparing staff-
ers to leave — to have seasonal
workers so well-trained that
they can seamlessly transition
into their post-education ca-
reers.

Of course, there is a caveat
with that last bullet point, and
it’s that people don’t want to
leave! Roughly 80% of the 2025
team returned this season.

“I've been here for nine years;
it’s my summer home,” Manag-
er Maddie McKie said.

She joined in high school - “I
was 16 when I started. I start-
ed as kitchen prep; and then I
learned the counter; and then
on a very busy shift I had to
learn how to cook and fill in for
somebody. Then when I was old
enough, I became a manager,”
she said.

Clockwise: The Lumberjack’s Waterfront Patio Grill team poses in front of the restaurant’s distinctive waterfront view.
o Chicken wings with a view at Lumberjack’s Waterfront Patio Grill. ® The cheeseburger basket at Lumberjack’s
Waterfront Patio Grill includes a big, beefy burger; loads of fries and a bottomless beverage.

Now, “Definitely one of the
biggest things is making sure
the customer’s happy — and one
of the first things we tell every-
body is, when they are deliver-
ing food, make sure you ask if
there’s anything else they need;

or if they can get anything else;
or if everything looks right,”
McKie said. “Definitely making
sure the tickets match before
the food leaves the Kkitchen,
before we deliver the wrong
thing.”

Ghada Have It announces transition to
new chapter, ending restaurant operations

Press release

Ghada Have It on Monday an-
nounced it would end regular
restaurant operations effective
immediately, as the business tran-
sitions into a new chapter focused
on catering, food truck service,
public and private events, and
party rentals.

When Ghada Have It first
opened, it was built as more than
a restaurant — it was built as a
dream rooted in family, food and
community.

Over the years, the restaurant
has become a place where count-
less memories were made, mile-
stones were celebrated, and life-
long connections were formed.

The Ghada Have It family ex-
pressed deep gratitude for the
community that has supported it
throughout the journey.

“You have watched our family
grow, and because of your sup-

port, our business has grown,
too,” the owners shared.

As part of this transition, the
business emphasized that, while
the dining room location will be
closing, Ghada Have It will con-
tinue operating in other capaci-
ties, including catering services,
food truck appearances, events
and rental offerings.

A key part of the announce-
ment includes appreciation for
both past and current staff who
contributed to the growth of the
business.

“We are incredibly grateful for
our past and current staff who
have helped build this business
from the ground up,” owners not-
ed. “Your dedication, hard work
and heart have shaped every part
of this journey, and we are forever
thankful.”

The restaurant space itself is
also being made available for sale

as a full-scale, turn-key opportuni-
ty for someone who would like to
start their own dream. The own-
ers expressed hope that the space
will continue serving the commu-
nity under new ownership.

As Ghada Have It prepares for
this transition, the focus remains
on continuing to serve the com-
munity in new ways while creat-
ing greater flexibility for the fam-
ily and the future of the business.

“This is not goodbye. It is sim-
ply the next chapter of the Ghada
Have It story, and we are grateful
to have you with us for the jour-
ney,” the owners said.

The final day of restaurant op-
erations was June 26.

For updates on catering, food
truck locations and upcoming
events, follow Ghada Have It on
social media.
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Tallichet noted McKie also
does scheduling and social me-
dia and is “very creative — ex-
tremely.”

(

ROOFINg

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED + SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Castle

ROOFING & SIDING

OWNER-OPERATED « IN BUSINESS OVER 50 YEARS

716-683-08256

“Learning every position
here has been super helpful,”
McKie said. “Being able to pop
in wherever needed and be able
to help people training that are
new; knowing a little bit of ev-
erything.”

“We make it a fun place to
be,” Tallichet said. “We have an
employee night just before ev-
erybody leaves in August. We
play games.”

“We play life-size ‘Jenga,’
McKie said.

“We do pizza and wings and
something out of the ordinary
that we don’t carry. It’'s a good
camaraderie,” Tallichet said.

Lumberjack’s is open from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. daily at 1000 River
Road.

Again this season, patrons
can expect to find an all-star
selection of local summer fa-
vorites: Wardynski’s hot dogs,
Mineo & Sapio Italian sausage
on Costanzo’s Bakery rolls, and
Anderson’s ice cream — served
from a vintage cooler.

Plus, Lumberjack’s offers
live music from 4-7 p.m. each
Wednesday and Sunday. Up-
coming performers include
Slim Chance (June 28), Retro
Phonics (July 4), and Brother
James and Friends (July 12).

Oh, and don’t forget “We'’re
right on the water,” Tallichet
said.

Lumberjack’s is a unique res-
taurant/marina combo with a
deck that cantilevers right on
the river and seats 160 people.

For more information, visit
Lumberjack’s on Facebook.

eTallichet is working with the
Erie Niagara Sunrise Exchange
Club on the 2026 Healing Field,
to be presented Sept. 11-13 at
Gratwick-Riverside Park, 1300
River Road, North Tonawanda.
The display is meant to remem-
ber the lives of those lost on
9/11. The community is invit-
ed to purchase 3-feet-by-5-feet
flags in support of this cause.
Visit https://www.erieniagara-
exchangeclub.com/ for more
information.
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